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devised ingenious methods of avoiding army
service without challenging public opinion. Yet
then, as now, it was the honest objectors, rather
than the skin-saving type Imown to the Army
as " skrimshankers ", who incurred public odium
for their views. Both the British Governments
of World War No. 2 have had wisdom enough
to profit by the experience of World War No. i,
which proved that persecution even to the point
of the shooting squad could not induce sincere
objectors to change their minds. The verdict given
at the Poster Trial has also had its effep t. Though
it received so little publicity, it has helped to main-
fain the official attitude of comparative toleration
towards Conscientious Objectors which still con-
trasts favourably with that of the last war.

In those days the fighting Tommies who faced
maximum danger often had greater sympathy
for pacifist opinions than either their superior
officers, or the civilians who sat in judgment
without putting themselves to.any comparable
test. A distinguished member of the Society of
Friends was once serving a prison sentence for war
resistance, when an attack of measles compelled
the authorities to put him into the same hospital,
ward as a number of serving soldiers. Next
morning the medical officer doing his rounds
discovered the category of his new patient, and
proceeded vehemently to state his opinion of
Conscientious Objectors.